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crumbling down on our children. We must be
part of the solution.

I understand that Senator Moseley-Braun will
offer an amendment that would replace the IRA
provisions with a proposal to allow communities
to issue nearly $22 billion in bonds for modern-
izing public schools. Because bond purchasers
would receive interest payments through a Fed-
eral tax credit, communities’ costs would be re-
duced by one-third or more. A vote for the
amendment is a vote for safer, state-of-the-art
schools that will open doors to the future for
our children.

The IRA provisions, which provide tax bene-
fits for elementary and secondary education ex-
penses, are both bad education policy and bad
tax policy. Instead of targeting limited Federal
resources to build stronger public schools, this
proposal would divert needed resources from
public schools. In addition, the expanded IRAs

provide little financial assistance to average fami-
lies, disproportionately benefiting the highest-in-
come taxpayers. For these reasons, and because
of other potential amendments that may be
adopted, I would veto this bill.

Our children deserve schools they can be
proud of. T urge you to help our schools provide
a learning environment that will prepare our
children for the challenges of tomorrow by sup-
porting the Moseley-Braun amendment, and op-
posing the expanded Education IRAs.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to Trent Lott,
majority leader, and Thomas A. Daschle, minority
leader, United States Senate. An original was not
available for verification of the content of this let-
ter.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Lithuania-United States Mutual
Legal Assistance Treaty With Documentation

April 20, 1998

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and con-
sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Treaty Between the Government
of the United States of America and the Govern-
ment of the Republic of Lithuania on Mutual
Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters, signed at
Washington on January 16, 1998. I transmit also,
for the information of the Senate, the report
of the Department of State with respect to the
Treaty.

The Treaty is one of a series of modern mu-
tual legal assistance treaties being negotiated by
the United States in order to counter criminal
activity more effectively. The Treaty should be
an effective tool to assist in the prosecution of
a wide variety of crimes, including “white-collar”
crime and drug-trafficking offenses. The Treaty
is self-executing.

The Treaty provides for a broad range of co-
operation in criminal matters. Mutual assistance
available under the Treaty includes: taking the
testimony or statements of persons; providing
documents, records, and articles of evidence; lo-
cating or identifying persons or items; serving
documents; transferring persons in custody for
testimony or other purposes; executing requests
for searches and seizures; assisting in pro-
ceedings related to immobilization and forfeiture
of assets, restitution, and collection of fines; and
rendering any other form of assistance not pro-
hibited by the laws of the Requested State.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Treaty and give
its advice and consent to ratification.

WiLLIAM |. CLINTON

The White House,
April 20, 1998.
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